
Start DateSeriesTopic(s)

1/1/23The Beginning of the StoryCreation, Flood, Abraham

2/26/23Out of EgyptMoses, Passover, Commandments

4/16/23The Story of PromiseRahab, Judges, Sampson, Ruth

5/28/23Of Kings & KingdomsHannah, David, Solomon

7/2/23Strangers in Strange LandsEsther, Daniel, Suffering Servant

8/20/23The Redemption StoryJesus, Birth through Crucifixion

10/15/23The Story of UsPaul & the Early Church

12/24/23The Rest of the StoryScroll & Lamb, Revelation
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UPCOMING SERMON SERIES  

In 2023, FPC Morganton will engage in a year-long study, "Foundations 365." From the first word of scripture in
Genesis to the close of Revelation, this series offers a one-year outline of God’s wondrous work of salvation

through history. The entire Bible, from the Garden of Eden to “a new heaven and a new earth,” speaks of Jesus.
This sermon series shares the foundational stories throughout the Old Testament, ultimately pointing us to Christ.

History is not about us but about how the God of the ages uses us to fulfill the grand, universal plan of
redemption. Join us this year on Saturdays at 6:00 PM or Sundays at 10:55 AM.



Do you enjoy gathering in small groups to do God’s work in an atmosphere filled with joyful
Christian chatter and fellowship? The Presbytery of Western NC is undertaking a major
sewing project making washable feminine hygiene pads for Malawi women. Did you know
that many girls there have to miss up to a week of school each month due to a lack of
available protection?

A group from FPCM is participating & has held five workshops. They have sewn over 200
items and will continue to have workshops on Wednesdays from 1:30 to 4:00 in Room
210. Upcoming dates: 2/8, 2/22, 3/8, and 3/22. Please consider joining! You don’t need
to be a seamstress–help is also needed with pattern tracing, cutting, assembly, and attaching
snaps. If you have any questions, call Janet Leissner at 828-391-0221.

SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  |  w w w . f p c m o r g a n t o n . o r g

The Spiritual Formation Committee hopes that the Advent devotional book, Holy Disruption by
Tracy Daub, was helpful with your preparation for the season.  If you don't plan on keeping that
book, please consider returning your copy to the church office or the narthex. The Committee
hopes to pass on copies of this book to other smaller churches in the Presbytery for their future
use.

MALAWI PROJECT

RIGHT NOW MEDIA
Beginning March 1, FPC will no longer offer free
access to RightNow Media. We are happy to walk
you through setting up a personal account before

that date. Feel free to call or stop by the office
with questions! 



 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM - Youth Groups 

Saturdays @ 6:00 PM - Contemporary Worship
Sundays @ 9:45 AM - Adult Sunday School
Sundays @ 10:55 AM - Traditional Worship
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UPCOMING EVENTS
2/12 - Souper Bowl of Caring 
2/22 - Ash Wednesday
2/26 - First Sunday of Lent

2.01   Doug Veazey
2.02   Bobbi White
2.02   Beth Ann Miller Vinay
2.03   Logan Fry
2.04   Don Scott
2.05   Louis Vinay
2.05   Jane Hord
2.10   Holly Smith
2.10   Emily Beaulieu

F E B R U A R Y  B I R T H D A Y S
2.14   Charmaine Sasser
2.15   Sandra J Morton
2.17   Ted Restel
2.17   John Taylor
2.21   Abby Redman
2.21   John Thompson
2.23   Elinor Lewis
2.24   Ronnie Thompson

WEEKLY

FPC STUDENTS
Our youth will be ushering on the fourth Sunday morning of every

month. All students are welcome!
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Examine and designate your beneficiaries annually. Be sure to check each account.
Naming beneficiaries help assets pass more quickly to your loved ones. 
Consider causes that are important to you. Charities (like FPC Morganton) can be
named as beneficiaries of your estate. It could be that you can target your generosity to
a charity of your choice. At the same time, your estate and heirs benefit from the tax
advantages of doing so. Again, your financial advisors should have the most up-to-date
strategies for your situation.
Update your Last Will & Testament. Ask your lawyer if there are phrases that might
allow your heirs to avoid creditors and make probate easier or altogether unnecessary.
Or, perhaps, if a trust is a better option for you? Asking these questions can make all
the difference.
Speak with me about planning your funeral. Again, it might be uncomfortable at first,
but together, we can be sure your service reflects your wishes. If speaking with me
seems too much right now, make sure your family knows what scriptures, hymns,
poems, stories, etc., you desire to include in the worship service.  

   
Friends, dealing with the passing of a loved one is difficult. It is also costly and stressful for
those left behind. Most of us will pass owing something to someone—most typically, end-
of-life medical expenses. Yet, you and I can make decisions now that will prevent undue
burden on our families. 

Thank you for allowing me to share today. My prayer is that my story might serve as a
reminder to reflect on the legacy you’ll leave behind and to spur you to action. As good
stewards of resources entrusted to our care, we can make thoughtful decisions now that
will positively impact our families for years to come. Thinking about death might feel
morbid, but planning ahead is the last true gift you and I can give to our family, causes,
and organizations that matter to us when we travel the paradise road.

May God bless you today, and may be reminded of what truly matters to you and yours. 

Grace + Peace,

Rev. John Hagmann
Senior pastor | head of staff

PASTOR'S LETTER

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  |  w w w . f p c m o r g a n t o n . o r g

CONTINUED



The Official Newsletter of the Quarkwood Parish

MARCH 2020 |  ISSUE 1

THE LATEST FROM THE
CHURCH:

PASTOR'S LETTER

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  |  w w w . f p c m o r g a n t o n . o r g

Speak openly and candidly with your loved ones about your final wishes. It might feel
uncomfortable initially, but peace of mind is a true gift to you and your family. 
Talk with your financial/estate planner to place yourself and your family in the most
advantaged inheritance and tax position. 
Ask about specific laws in your state and the state where your heirs live. Each state has
rules, taxes, and procedures governing the deceased’s assets. 

Dear FPC,

I am writing today to share a personal story. It’s an emotionally challenging story.
However, I share it today, hoping my experiences might help you and your loved ones
avoid costly oversights.  

As you may know, my mother died unexpectedly on May 31, 2022. A scheduled surgery
did not go to plan; the complications took her life mere weeks shy of her 65th birthday. As
her eldest son, I was honored with the responsibility of overseeing and administering her
estate. Since then, I have learned much about the ins and outs of the American legal
system, probate, and estate planning. I have learned what I can do now to help my
children avoid unnecessary complications thrust upon me when my time on earth is
through.  

Untimely death is not new to my family. Dad passed on the third hole of our local golf club
the day after Christmas 2011; he was 64. At that time, the responsibility of managing the
estate fell to my mother—and, as his spouse, the passing of assets and legal authority was
reasonably straightforward. She assumed this would be the case for my brother and me
when it came time for her death—sometime in the distant future. After all, she had her
Last Will & Testament redone when Dad died, and that’s all she needed. Bottom line? My
mother failed to name us as beneficiaries of her assets. 

Now, my mother didn’t have much. What she did have and wanted to pass to us is not
“ours.” Her bank accounts, life insurance policy, retirement, pensions, mineral rights, etc.,
are all part of her “estate.” Therefore, they are all subject to creditors’ claims because she
overlooked naming us as beneficiaries on those individual accounts. I doubt it was
intentional; she just didn’t know better.

So, why am I sharing this story? Because it was so easy to avoid. 

Here are some things I hope to encourage you to consider today:



THE LATEST FROM THE
CHURCH: SPIRELIGHT

Welcome to the new monthly edition of our Spirelight. It is our sincere
prayer that this publication will keep you current with events in the life of

our church. We look forward to helping you feel more connected to God and
each other in the upcoming year. Please have any content you wish to have

included in the church office by the last Monday of each month. 

LENT 2023

In this imaginative retelling, John Pritchard explores the
Gospel of Luke by looking through the eyes of the disciple
John. The Journey to Jerusalem follows Luke’s account from
Luke 9:51, as Jesus “set his face to go to Jerusalem.” The
Journey to Jerusalem provides weekday readings for Lent,
from Ash Wednesday to Good Friday, along with a poem for
each Saturday. Devotionals will be mailed in the weeks before
Lent begins!

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL
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